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SOME FAMILY LETTERS OF THE 
EIGHTEENTH CENTURY. 

[The letters here presented were originally a part of the large collec- 
tion of family papers at Oakland, the seat of the Cocke family in 
Cumberland county. We are indebted to Miss Ella Cocke of this city 
for permission to use them. 

The most ardent student of official documents, must sometimes ex- 
perience a weariness of spirit and a longing for something that will 
bring him into real touch with the people of the past. Nothing can better 
satisfy this desire than an unrestrained, unaffected family correspond- 
ence, or a diary not intended for publication. The letters which follow 
show something of the language, family affections, and manner of life ot 
a groop of people of the highest social rank. It should be added that 
in every case, in regard to women as well as men, the handwriting 
is that of an educated person thoroughly accustomed to the use ot 
the pen.] 

Maria Carter* of Sabine Hall, to Maria Carter, of 

Cleve, 1756. 
[This letter is much torn.] 

[Addressed] To Miss Maria Carter at Cleve. 

March 25, 1756, 
My Dear Cousin : 

You have rea'y imposed a Task upon me which I 
can by no means perform viz: that of writing a Merry & Comical Letter : 
how shou'd [1] my dear that am ever Confined either at School or with 
my Grandmama know how the World goes on ? Now I will give you 
the History of one Day the Repetition of which without variations car- 
ries me through the Three hundred and sixty five Days, which you 
know compleats the year. Well then first begin, I am awakened out of 
a sound Sleep with some croaking voice either Patty's, Milly's, or some 
other of our Domestics with Miss Polly Miss Polly get up, tis time to 
rise, Mr Price is down Stairs, & tho' I hear them I lie quite snugg till 
my Grandmama uses her Voice, then up I get, huddle on my cloaths & 
down to Book, then to Breakfast, then to School again, & may be I 

"The writer of this, letter was daughter of Landon Carter of "Sabine Hall," 
Richmond county, and his wife Mary, daughter of William Byrd (2d) of West- 
over. Maria Carter ma< ried Robert Beverley " Blandfield-," Essex county. 

The cousin to whom the letter was written was the daughter of Charles Carter, 
of " Cleve," King George county and his wife Ann Byrd a sister of Mrs. Landon 
Carter. This Maria Byrd married William Armistead of " Hesse " Gloucester 
county and was the mother of Jane Carter, wife of William Cocke of " Oakland," 
Cumberland county. 
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have an Hour to my self before Dinner, then the Same Story over 
again till twi-light, & then a small portion of time before I go to rest, 
and so you must expect nothing from me but that I am 
Dear Cousin, Most Affectionately Yours 

Maria Carter. 

Mrs. Maria Byrd* Westover, to Maria Carter, 1763. 

December the 24th 1763. 
My Dear Molly : 

When your Uncle Byrd returned from the Oyer & 
Terminer Court on Saturday last, he deliver'd me your last Epistle, 
which brought joy & gladness to my breast, as I have a true and sincere 
affection for my beloved name-sake. Your Cousin Beverley in October 
last presented her invaluable little man with a son & has been so ex- 
tremely ill that no one imagin'd she could recover for 17 Days : but 
last week I heard she had' been two or three times to take the air ; I am 
impatient to see her, yet cannot venture to take so long a journey till 
Spring. I have heard your Father should say he was to have you home 
next Spring, the very thought of which affords me a pleasing Satisfac- 
tion : and in all probability you will meet with your Uncle & Aunt 
Byrd in your Travels, either at New York or Philadelphia about that 
time as they purpose to make a Tour to the North about that season & 
I'll assure you if it should so happen it would give them great pleasure. 
I have taken an abundance of Phynite since I saw you, but thank God 
I am well enough at this time to give you under my hand writing that 

I am my Dear Molly's 

Most Affectionate Grandmother 

Maria Byrd. 

My Son & his wife desire me to present their Love to you & I desire 

my Compliments to Mr. Brown & his Lady. 



Mrs. Maria Beverley! to Maria Carter, "Cleve" 1764 

[Much worn.] 

Blandfield, April the 20th 1764. 
My Dear Cousin : 

I really am in a great measure at loss how to 

*Maria Carter was at this time visiting her sister Judith, wife of William Burnet 
Browne, of Salem . Mass. Later the Brownes removed to Virginia and resided at 
" Elsing Green," King William county. The " Uncle Byrd," was William Byrd 
(3d) of " Westover." 

The son of Robert and Maria (Carter) Beverley was probably their eldest, 
William, of Trinity College, Cambridge, who was a loyalist and remained 
in England after leaving the University. He settled at Beverley, Yorkshire, 
married and left children. 

tThe writer was Maria (Carter) Beverley, wife of Robert Beverley, of " Bland- 
field," and her cousin to whom the letter was addressed was Maria, daughter of 
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apologize for my negligence in not answering your agreeable Favour 
of the ioth, nor can I justify it in any other manner then by telling you, 
that I continually designed it, but by some accident was always pre- 
vented. You doubtless expect I should give you a circumstantial account 
of every alteration in the Circle of Young Ladies since you left this 
Country. At length I am inform'd that some of the Miss Burwells in 
York will soon change their Situation — viz that Miss Lucy is to make 
Mr. Edmund Berkeley one of the happiest of Mortals, that Miss 
Rebecca Burwell is to confer a similar favor on Mr. Jaqueline Ambler, 
that Miss Fanny Burwell proposes to grace Rosewell which Mr. Mann 
Page intends to resign to his Son for that reason and to remove his 
own to the neighborhood of Cleve. Miss Fairfax is shortly to remove 
to Gloucester under the protection of Mr. Warner Washington. You 
are to Judge My Dear Molly how you would approve of 45 years or 
whether it appears altogether suitable to 21. I dont doubt but you 
have heard of the arrival of your young Sister in to this World — Your 
Father I heard expects another in a few months. How can you my 
Dear Cousin listen to such a vast alteration amongst your Sex without 
enlisting vour self in their Number? I cannot beleive the young 
Gentlemen of New England are so vastly depraved in their way of 
Thinking as not to have made you many applications of that Sort. 
They must by such an omission impeach themselves undoubtedly they 
cannot be blessed with any great Degree of Penetration to let so many 
Charms rest unobserved. But why do I run on at this Rate? I re- 
member my grandmama told me you had a great variety of suitors. I 
should be sorry to hear you had accepted any of their offers because by 
that means I should be deprived of any Prospect of seeing you here as 
a neighbor — but I do not dispute you but your own prudence will direct 
you in a proper choice. I suppose by this time my Cousin Judith 
has increased the number of her family, you will be pleased to Present 
Mary ***** Respects * * * her & Mr. Brown, I am 

My Dear Molly's 

Affectionate Friend & Cousin 

Maria Beverley. 



Charles Carter of "Cleve" then residing in Salem, Mass., with her sister Juiith, 
wife of William Burnet Browne. 

Rebecca Burwell, Jeflerson's "Belinda" who was born May 29, 1746 was 
daughter of Lewis Burw«ll, President of the Council and Acting Governor, and 
married in 1767, Jacqueline Ambler of Yorktown. Their daughter Mary Willis 
Ambler was the wife of Chief Justice Marshall. Fanny daughterof Robert Carter 
Burwell of Isle of Wight county, member of the Council, married John Page, of 
" Rosewell." Governor of Virginia. Lucy Burwell, believed to have been a 
daughter of Carter Burwell of "Carters Grove " married Edmund Berkeley of 
" Barn Elms " Middlesex. 
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Mrs. Maria (Taylor) Byrd* to Mrs. Maria (Carter) 

Armistbad 1765. 
[Fragment] 

My Dear Mollys * * * 

* * thy a Gentleman as Mr. Ar [mistead] * * * * 

* * do congratulate you from * * * 

Soon after the present of Sweetmeats you sent 

* * * [from New ?] England I wrote you a long Letter inclosed in 
one * * * then to send to you, what was its fate I never heard b * 

* * never got it. Your Servant has informed me of the * * * * 
ny of my special Friends & in particular of yo * * * * * being 
extremely well, * * * I was told very * * * * State of health 
which was of great concern to me ***** present my best 
Affection to Mr. Armistead whom * * * see with you at VVestover. 
Your Cousin Betsy, begs ***** me j n h er Love. May 
Heaven shower the choiest [blessings on you] r Heads are the 

Prayers of 

My Dear Molly's 

Most Affectionate [Grandmother] 

Maria Byrd. 



William Byrd to Maria Carter, 1765. 

My Dear Niece : 

I was in great Hopes, as well as your Aunt & Grand- 
mama, that you would have given us the Pleasure of your Company at 
Westover ere now, & shoud have rejoiced in an opportunity of Con- 
cerning you of my affection. Report informs us you are going to be 
married very soon ; I wish it had been agreeable to you to have 
given some of your friends here Notice of it, because we think 
ourselves interested in your happiness, for my Part I shall always be 
glad to contribute to it. Mr. Armstead is a young Gentleman intirely 
acceptable to us, & we sincerely wish you both every Blessing of the 
married state. Be pleased, My Dear Molly, to present my best Com- 
pliments to him, & accept yourself of our Love & tender Friendship. 
I & the rest of your relations here beg the Favour of you & Mr. 
Armistead to spend your Christmas at VVestover, where many young 
People are to make merry ; & give our Love to your Sister & bring 
them with you. Our coach shall attend you any where at any time. 
I ever am My Dear Niece 

Your Most Affer.'te Uncle 
Westover Nov. 25th i76*[s] W. Byrd. 

•The writer of this letter was Maria, daughter of Thomas Taylor of Kensirgtop, 
England, and second wife of William Byrd (2d) of "Westover." She was the 
mother of Maria and Ann Byrd, wives respectively of Landou Carter, of " Sabine 
Hall," and of Charles Carter of "Cleve." This letter is, of course, one congratu- 
lating her granddaughter on her marriage with William Armistead. 
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Joseph Fauntleroy to William Cocke, 1792.* 

[Addressed] 

Mr. William Cocke 

Cumberland County 
[No datej Dear Sir : 

Again I assume my pen to drop you a few lines 
(imagining my former Letter on the like subject must have met with a 
miscarriage as you have not as yet acknowledged a receipt of it), 
Imparting the Melancholy account of the death of my much lamented 
Sister Adams, a circumstance that must excite the greatest sympathy 
in all her surviving friends, on her death bed sensible of her approach- 
ing dissolution communicated her sentiments to me thus, that her 
daughter Sally especially during her last Indisposition, from her 
unvaried [or unwearied] particular attention to her, displayed the 
greatest filial affection, in gratitude for her assiduity it was her sincere 
desire her daughter should be indulged in the importation of an elegant 
gold watch, provided it is agreeable to you the Major will import such 
a one as you might direct, one worn by my Sisters side she desired you 
might possess with all the Plate that came from the Calfpasture, and 
the Plate came Naylers Hole might descend to her daughter. My 
sister's Horse Arnold has been in my possession nearly 14 months, and 
as he is getting old and extremely roguish and but an indifferent 
draught Horse, I imagine he will not suit you, therefore wish to make a 
purchase of him, (as I can barter him here to an advantage) provided 
you will allow Major Massie to set a valuation upon him, and will at 
any moment honour your draught to that amount, Mrs. Fauntleroy 
joins me in every propitious wish to you and Mrs. Cocke. 

And Am 

Dear Sir 

Y'rs Affectionately 

Joseph Fauntleroy. 

*Eliz*beth (born June 26, 1786), daughter of Col. William Fauntleroy, of 
"Naylors Hole," Richmond county, married first Bowler Cocke, Jr., of "Bremo," 
Henrico county, and secondly Thomas Adams, of Henrico county, and afterwards 
of the Calf Pasture, Augusta county, member of the Continental Congress. 
(He died 1788.) Mrs. Adams died in 1792. She had no issue by the second marriage. 
By the first she was mother of William Cocke, of " Oakland," Cumberland county 
(to whom this letter is written), and Sarah wife of Major Thomas Massie. 



